Low

and’

Watch video update at https://youtu.be/ciwjHNSypwU

Something New

“For most people, being away from home is a vacation. But for us, being home is a
vacation.” Alaithia said this to us one day as we were anticipating being home for the
holidays. We chuckled, but it is so true! Our time at home for Thanksgiving and Christ-
mas was definitely a vacation and it was just what we needed. We thank God for the
time to rest and enjoy being at home.

We were also blessed to celebrate the holidays with family. We spent time with both
David’s and Michelle’s parents and our kids immensely enjoyed this!

For our devotional time on Christmas day we were reading through the birth of
Jesus and how he would return and rule the world. Karis asked an important question
that day: “How can | know that | will go to heaven?” We were able to share with her
about salvation once again and we prayed with her. Her question brought tears to our
eyes as this is something she has really been thinking through. Please pray for her -
and for all of our children - as we continue to teach to them the importance of obeying
God in all things.

We are so excited to tell you of a few new financial partners in our ministry! First
Baptist Church of Shelbyville, || & Hazelwood Baptist Church of Clayton, In, and three
individuals that have partnered with us to take the gospel to Portugal. (Interesting
side note, we visited both of these churches on the same day back in 2016. What a
blessing to have both of them take us on for support!) This brings us to about 41%)!

And as always, we thank you all for your prayers. You are a great encouragement to
us and we thank God for you!
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Prayer Requests

- Partners in planting
churches in Portugal.

- A properly functioning
vehicle and safety in
travel.

- The Holy Spirit to begin
working in the heart of those
in Alcochete, Portugal.

- Spiritual and physical
health for our family.

Deputation Goals
- Learn basic Portuguese.
- Leave for Portugal by 2018.
- Save $33,500 for moving
expenses.

Other News

- We are at 41% supg
- God added 5 par
ministry
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Last month | received a phone call from my brother. It was one of those phone calls that you
never really expect: his youngest daughter had died. She was 8 months old and we
unfortunately never had the privilege of meeting her. | was shocked to say the least. | sat for
several minutes and just cried with my brother over the phone.

After talking things over with Dave, we decided it would be best for me to fly back to the
states for the funeral. It certainly wasn't how | imagined going back for the first time since
maoving to Portugal - leaving Dave and the kids behind. The kids were full of all sorts of
advice for me: “Don't forget to eat at Culver’s!” “Buy me some candy bars!" and "Give
grandpa and grandma hugs for me!” (| did remember to do all of those things )

Looking back, | am thankful | was able to go even though it was difficult for me. | was an
emotional mess. | didnt have the right words to say as we tried to process what was going
on in our lives. But | was there with my family and it truly was the best place to be.

| flew back to Portugal a week later and | was really struggling. | was angry, heartbroken
and anxious. | tried to pray over and over but | felt like God was far away from me.

This past Sunday evening | needed to go the store for some groceries. It was late by the
time | got home but | still took extra time outside getting my groceries from the car. There
was such a wonderful calm as | looked up to the sky and | felt the need to pour my heart out
to God right then and there. He began to bring some important truths to mind - mainly that |
had forgotten to be grateful. It was such a simple thing, but | began to thank God for all of
the wonderful things He has done for me. He had allowed me to make it to the states for the
funeral, to return safely even in the midst of COVID-19, and he had kept Dave and the kids
safe. | had chosen to focus only on the negative and forgotten how good God is to me.

| confessed my sin and made a commitment to God that | would choose to focus on His
goodness even when | didn't like my circumstances. | am grateful for His presence here
with me and that He always does what is best!

“I will praise thee, O Lord, with my whole heart; | will shew forth all thy marvellous works.”
Psalm 9:1 F'nwle ed to Serve,
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+ Language & Culture Skills

*The Holy Spirit to prepare
Alcochete, Portugal.

-Spiritual and physical
health for our family.

*Qur neighbor's salvation

Visit: wearspurtugaLcumearher

- Zoe's surgery
however she haa
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- Partners in planting
churches in Portugal.

- A properly functioning
vehicle and safety in
travel.

- The Holy Spirit to begin
working in the heart of those
in Alcochete, Portugal.

- Spiritual and physical

health for our family.

David running a ha

We have been on deputation now for 3 years. The deputation process isn't for the faint of
heart. It’s a humiliating process. You see other missionaries excel at the process—some
completing it in 2 years or less. There have been situations where our children were out of it |
control and as a dad | had no clue what to do, moments when | have looked at our check- Looking to partner,wi

ing account thinking, “This isn’t working.” There have been times where it has been difficult e | Visit T wgaﬁpumlua[ Wm.lpamgr
to get ahold of a pastor yet alone obtain a meeting. People have told us they could never
do what we are doing and honestly | think, “I don’t know if | can even do deputation.”

You ask, “Would you do it again?” You betcha! The past couple of months | have had an
opportunity to study the life of Abraham. Abram starts off as a nobody with a wife who is
unable to bear children. Abram, whose name means father of many, was told he would be a
great nation. A pretty embarrassing name when you can’t have children. God, as you know,
promises Abram that through Sarah he would have children. Then God changes his name
to Abraham, father of a multitude. Even more embarrassing! It wasn’t until Abraham and his
wife were about 100 years old that they had their son, Isaac. It was a tough road for them.

You know what the bible says about Abraham? He was “strong in faith” (Ro 4:20). Abra-
ham endured disappointment and as a result was able to exercise faith in God. Our long
deputation process has given us something incredible, an opportunity to exercise our faith

with 2 new

that God will use us to reach the Portuguese for the glory of Christ. It’s like running a mara- n tacebaok.com/iwvearsportugal

thon. You begin running and the goal seems unreachable. Every step you take, every tree

you pass, and every drop of sweat gets you just a little closer to the end. wearsportugal.com/
Speaking of marathons, On November 4th David is “Running to Portugal” and he needs tell-me-about-jesus

your help! How? Visit wearsportugal.com/RunToPortugal.

We are excited to share that since our last update two more churches have partnered
with us. Calvary Chapel Baptist Church in Minster, OH and Emmanuel Baptist Church of
Paulding, OH.
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